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Seli Hoo means pull together, and it was a Pacific solidarity broadsheet
published in Australia in the 70s. This is an article is about Vanuatu's
Independence Movement. It's a celebration of all forms of Independent
Media and communication, and a call to keep publishing Independent
and Indigenous voices in our solidarity campaigns across the Pacific. |
got interested in this subject after receiving some 8mm footage from the
70s which had been recovered from the mould at 7star in Port Vila. From
it I put together a short documentary about a part of the movement.
(engagemedia.org/Members/traverser1 1/videos/shemflvwhole.flv/view)

Then I wrote this as an essay, but the point of it is that information must

be made accessible and be shared independently to go about creating
grassroots movements and social change.

So here it is in zineish form with apologies for the academic type
language. Thanks to Tracey Banivanua-Mar, Chiefs Shem Rarua,
Richard, and Morris Kaloran for teaching me about this history, and
thanks to the publishers of Seli Hoo, whose pictures I've used without
permission. (if you're reading this, love to get in touch).
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New Hebrides was the name used for the Vanuatu archipelago by the British, which was ruled jointly by the French

and British under a Condominium Government from 1906-1980. New Hebrides here is used to refer to the nation prior |
to the 1970s.

The Republic of Vanuatu is the official name of the nation today. During the 1970s it was referred to as Vanuaaku, but | |
this term has been changed to Vanuatu to avoid confusion. |

The people of Vanuatu now call themselves ni-Vanuatu, or ni-Van for short. During the 1970s it was more often
Vanuaakuan, also this term is not used here. l

The New Hebrides National Party (NHNP) changed its name to the Vanuaaku Party (VP) in 1977. The name used here
depends on whether before or after this date.

Kanaky is the Indigenous name for the islands still officially known as New Caledonia

Anglophone means English speaking, Francophone means French speaking.

Vanuatu’s Independence movement of the 1970s fought against the British/French |
Condominium powers over Vanuatu’s political and cultural sovereignty, economic autonomy,
and communal land ownership. Their struggle did not occur in isolation, but in a period of
both of decolonisation and of new forms of colonialism. The connections and solidarity that
the Independence movement forged with other Pacific anti-colonial struggles, meant
Independence in 1980 was not just breaking from the European colonial powers, but also
renewing Vanuatu's engagement with other Indigenous Pacific Peoples. The movement
utilised new print and radio media, music, as well as reviving and recreating customary
forms of communications across the Pacific. This not only helped create Vanuatu's new
nationalism, and win Independence, but also facilitated the creation and sharing of a
transnationalist perspective of Pacific Independence and Indigenous Rights.

Seli Hoo, a monthly news bulletin published in Sydney by supporters of the Independence
movements of Vanuatu and Kanaky, is a great example of how these new forms of media
renewed historical connections and created new links of solidarity across the Pacific. Seli
Hoo's authors were probably made up of Pacific Islanders who had lived in Australia since
their ancestors had been indentured as labourers on Queensland’s sugar plantations in the
late 19™ century. For many of the ‘blackbirded’ Islanders, the experience of exploitation in
Australia created deeper resentment of the whole colonial project. Chief Samuel Kora
Namali Tinapua Mata, returned to the New Hebrides from Australia, became one of the first
leaders calling for Independence from the Condominium in the 1920s. In the late 1970s,
amidst a resurgent movement for Indigenous and Black Peoples’ Rights in Australia and
across the world, the publishers of Seli Hoo began to reforge the link between themselves
and their wantoks in the Pacific Islands, and between their differing but related experiences
of dispossession under the European colonial project. The title Seli Hoo, meaning ‘pull
together’ is reclamation of their pride in language and cultural heritage, at a time when
Indigenous Australians and other marginalised groups within Australian society were doing
the same. The bulletin also created a base for a new bond of political solidarity, linking
Independence struggles across the Pacific, raising funds and supplies and pressuring the
Australian, French and British Governments.






